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the spear." Moreover he sent seven hundred of the
choicest of the young men of the Zenetes to fight for him;
and with these and five thousand more Berbers did Abd-
el-Rhaman land at Almunecar, in 755, and was hailed
with delight in Andalusia. He was one of the noblest
types of that fine race, the Saracen Arabs—blue-eyed,
fair, andruddy-complexioned, and of a tall active form;
and he had received that high culture which the Omme-
yads had adopted from Syria and Persia before the ruin
of his family had driven him forth to be trained by hard-
ships in strength and endurance, and by misfortunes
in forbearance, gentleness, and courtesy. He bore the
white standard as an Ommeyad, instead of the black
Abbassid colours. It was a long white silk streamer, in
the centre of which was a scarlet hand holding an azure
key, as a symbol of the book which opens the gates of
the world. This had been adopted by the companions
of Tharyk, when, at Gibraltar, their swords opened to
the Koran the gates of the East.
The Emir Yusuf, appointed by the Abbassid SQialif,
opposed him, but was overcome, as was the Successor
sent out from Baghdad to put down what was there
considered as a rebellion and usurpation. After both
these had been reduced, and treated with much
clemency, Toledo revolted and held out for two }rears ;
and the Moors in Africa, who -had likewise set up a
separate kingdom, began to harass the coasts of Anda-
lusia, so that it was necessary to maintain a small fleet
to protect the harbours.
Abd-el-Rhaman I. seems to have, called himself
mahk, or king, but he was prayed for in public instead
of the Khalif of Baghdad, and coined money, as only
the head of the Faithful could do. Indeed, in his

